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Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. g 1.97fb) 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§1 .56 and 1 .97(b), applicants bring to the Examiner's 
attention the documents listed on attached Form PTO/SB/08 and cited in the enclosed 
international search report. Copies of the listed foreign patent documents are attached. 
Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the documents listed on 
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attached Form PTO/SB/08 and indicate tliat they were considered by making an 

appropriate notation on this form. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed with the above-referenced 
application. 

The following are listed on the accompanying PTO/SB/08 and are in a non- 
English language: 

1. Japanese Unexamined Utility Model Publication No. 6-102980 discloses a 
tactual sense presentation device for presenting tactual sense information with respect 
to a virtual object in virtual working space. The tactual sense presentation device 
comprises a memory means for memorizing information of the virtual object, which is 
previously set, such as the shape and elastic modulus of the virtual object, a shape- 
memory alloy having a contacting surface to be contacted with regions of the human 
body and an initial shape which corresponds to the previously-set information of the 
virtual object, a detecting means for detecting distortion quantity which is generated in 
the shape-memory alloy, a calculation means for calculating the controlled variable of 
the temperature in order that the shape-memory alloy has the shape and elastic 
modulus which correspond to the previously-set information of the virtual object based 
on the distortion quantity detected by the detecting means and the previously-set 
information of the virtual object memorized by the memory means, and a control means 
for controlling the temperature of the shape-memory alloy based on the calculated 
controlled variable. 
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2. Japanese Unexamined Utility Model Publication No. 9-26367 discloses a 
strain detecting sensor having a base 22 and strain detecting elements 23. The base 
22 is made of a semiconductor material or a pyrex glass, and comprises a first beam 
221 , a second beam 222 which is arranged in parallel with the first beam 221 , and a 
third beam 223 which is combined with the first beam 221 and the second beam 222 to 
be formed as U-shape. The opposite ends 22a and 22b of the base 22 are set at a 
place where a shearing force of a measuring object is generated by impressing a 
measuring load F so that a tensile force is applied to the first beam 221 and a 
compressive force is applied to the second beam 222, or a compressive force is applied 
to the first beam 221, and a tensile force is applied to the second beam 222. The strain 
detecting elements 23 are provided on at least one of neutral axes An of the first beam 
221 , and the second beam 222 of the base 22, and detect tensile strain or compressive 
strain of these beams. 

3. Japanese Unexamined Utility Model Publication No. 8-62061 discloses a 
detecting device for strain. In this device, a strain generating tube 10 which is mounted 
on a measuring object is provided with an open window part 1 1 in the direction which 
intersects perpendicularly the acting direction of the force acting on a free end of the 
strain generating tube 10. A beam 12 being an elongation side with respect to the 
acting force and a beam 13 being a contraction side with respect to the acting force are 
formed, and strain gages 20i -2O4, are stuck on the surface of these beams 12 and 13 in 
the vicinity of respective root part on both sides thereof in such a manner that the strain 
gages 2O1-2O4 are symmetrical with a central focus on a central axis lOp of the strain 
generating tube 10. On the other hand, respective gage resistors 20iR, 2O3R, 2O2R, 
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and 2O4R of pairs of strain gages 20i and 2O3, 2O2 and 2O4 which are arranged 

diagonally on the above beams 12 and 13 is set on opposite sides of a bridge circuit 

which is formed by an input terminal 30, a grand terminal 31 and a pair of output 

terminals 32 and 33, so as to cancel bending strain which is generated by a bending 

moment. 

4. Japanese Application No. 5-296709 

5. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 5-5397 - The relevance of 
this document is discussed at pages 4 and 5 of the specification of the present 
application. 

6. Japanese Application No. 7-128166 

7. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 2001-153811 - The 
relevance of this document is discussed at page 5 of the specification of the present 
application. 

An English-language abstract of the documents is enclosed. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no 
better art exists and does not constitute an admission that each or ail of the listed 
documents are material or constitute "prior art." If the Examiner applies any of the 
documents as prior art against any claim in the application and applicants determine 
that the cited documents do not constitute "prior art" under United States law, applicants 
reserve the right to present to the Office the relevant facts and law regarding the 
appropriate status of such documents. Applicants further reserve the right to take 
appropriate action to establish the patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed 
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documents, should one or more of the documents be applied against the claims of the 

present application. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please 
charge the fee to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FINNEGAN, HENDERSON. FARABOW, 
GARRETT & DUNNER, L.L.P. 



Dated: June 26, 2006 By:, 
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